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McCarthyism: Good or Bad? 


Announcer: 

Tonight we invite you to join 
us on the beautiful campus of 
Duke University in Durham, 
North Carolina, where we will 
discuss the question, ‘“McCarthy- 
ism: Good or Bad?” Here in Page 
Auditorium, in the shadow of the 
magnificent Duke Chapel, we ap- 
pear before an audience of Duke 
University students and _ faculty 


-and citizens of Durham, one of 


the Nation’s leading tobacco 
centers. Our host organization is 
the Men’s Student Government 
Association of Duke University. 
Now to preside over our dis- 


cussion, here is the founder and 


moderator of America’s Town 
Meeting of the Air, George V. 


‘Denny, Jr. 


Moderator Denny: 

Good evening, neighbors. To- 
night we are happy to be the 
guests of Duke University, a fitting 


“place in which to discuss objec- 


tively a situation that is being 
hotly debated by millions of people 
all over this country and abroad, 
“McCarthyism: Good or Bad?” 
Some of you, like those in our au- 
dience here tonight, have already 
taken sides, although most of you 
are watching the battle with in- 
terest and concern. 

What is McCarthyism, after all? 
We haven’t yet agreed on a defini- 
tion. Senator McCarthy himself 
calls it a fight against communism. 
Senator Benton, who is asking the 
temoval of Senator McCarthy from 
the Senate, defines it in part as a 
“reckless attack upon individuals 
who are unable to counter in de- 
fense of their reputations.” 

Winston Churchill gave us the 
term, ‘the Iron Curtain” to de- 


‘scribe the ring around the coun- 


tries under the domination of Mos- 


cow. Walter Lippmann coined the 
phrase, “the cold war,” to describe 
the struggle between the free 
world and those under the domi- 
nation of the men in the Kremlin. 
What does McCarthyism mean to 
you? 

To lead our discussion on this 
subject tonight we have invited 
two distinguished American con- 
gressmen, Congressman Charles 
Kersten of Wisconsin, and Con- 
gressman Richard Bolling, Demo- 
crat of Missouri. Congressman 
Kersten assisted Senator McCarthy 
during the Tydings Investigation. 
He’s a native of Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin, a graduate of Marquette 
University, and has traveled widely 
in Europe and the Near East and 
has taken a very active interest in 
our foreign affairs. He was Chair- 
man of the Congressional Sub- 
Committee investigating Commu- 
nism in American industry during 
the war. 


So, we'll hear first from the 
Republican Congressman from 
Wisconsin, Congressman Charles 
Kersten. 


Congressman Kersten: 


The word “McCarthyism” was 
coined as an epithet. Included in 
the term now are the disgraceful 
tactics of the Tydings committee 
that was supposed to investigate 
Senator McCarthy’s charges.  In- 
cluded also is the counter-blast of 
the Administration against Mc- 
Carthy’s charges to keep hidden its 
tragic mistakes in foreign policy. 
Limiting the term to Senator Mc- 
Carthy himself, I hold that his 
main charge and efforts to have 
that charge investigated will re- 
sult in a net substantial good to 
America. 

The main charge made by Sen- 
ator McCarthy is that there is 


substantial evidence that the com- 
munist apparatus has influenced 
key personnel of our State De- 
partment. Senator McCarthy has 
demanded that this evidence and 
charge be investigated. The Tyd- 
ings Committee was set up for that 
purpose. Instead of investigating 
the evidence and charges, the 
Tydings Committee turned the in- 
vestigation on Senator McCarthy. 
This it did to protect the Ad- 
ministration. 


I was on the floor of the Senate 
on the afternoon last year when 
Senator Chavez and Tydings and 
Majority Leader Senator Lucas 
viciously assailed the witness, 
Louis Budenz, former editor of the 
Daily Worker. The Administra- 
tion’s senators used every foul 
epithet against Budenz. They gave 
fulsome praise to Owen Lattimore. 
This was right after Budenz had 
testified that Lattimore was a 
member of a Red cell to help 


deliver China to the Reds. Re- 
member, Budenz had been used 
extensively by the FBI in _ its 
major investigations against the 
communists. 


But, my good friend and col- 
league, Congressman Bolling, I 
do not think will want to talk 
about the tactics of the Tydings 
Committee that would not permit 
the minority counsel, Robert 
Morris, to ask any questions. My 
colleague may not wish to hear 
that Senator Tydings insisted on 
open hearings instead of executive 
hearings so that the names of 
those charged could be named 
first in private. 


He will not want to dwell upon 
the fact that the McCarran Com- 
mittee is now doing the very job 
that the Tydings Committee failed 
to do. The Tydings Committee 
gave Owen Lattimore a clean bill 
of health. The McCarran Commit- 


tee is tightening the noose around 
Lattimore’s neck. 

When a Senator has evidence 
against a government employee, it | 
isn’t his function to prove the | 
guilt; it is the duty of the com- 
mittee to conduct an honest and 
thorough investigation. The Tyd- 
ings technique would never have 
convicted Alger Hiss. 

On the matter of loyalty to the 
United States or to Stalin, the 
question that arises with regard 
to a State Department official is 
like that that might arise with 
regard to a brain surgeon who is 
about to operate on your child. 
If there is evidence that the sur- 
geon was drunk when he entered 
the operating room, you would not | 
hesitate to replace him with an- 
other doctor. You wouldn't insist 
that he be convicted of drunken- 
ness beyond a reasonable doubt 
in a criminal court. Top State 
Department officials hold the des- 
tiny of our Nation and of our 
Nation’s children in their hands, 
and in the present life and death 
struggle with world communism, 
we cannot have questionable char- 
acters in high and important 
places. 

It was the communists’ pian, ac- 
cording to Budenz’s recent testi- 
mony before the McCarran Com- 
mittee, to eliminate from the State 
and other Departments all who 
stood in the way of their pro- 
gram. Strong anti-communist states- 
men like Joseph Grew, Eugene 
Drummond, Adolph Berle, Patrick 
Hurley, were eliminated. The 
Wedemeyer report on China was 
suppressed, and they finally got 
rid of General MacArthur. But 
men who, in my opinion, favor the 
Red line in Asia, like John S. 
Service, John Carter Vincent, are 
still making State Department 
policy. And only yesterday, former 
Governor Harold Stassen testified 


— timbers 


before the McCarran Committee 
that Ambassador Jessup, now 
about to be placed in a very sensi- 
tive diplomatic post, said in 1949 
that the Lattimore line for Asia 
had greater logic. The Lattimore 
line for Asia has resulted in the 
Korean War. 

The Administration smear has 
silenced many of its critics and 
according to all the rules, Mc- 
Carthy should have been stopped 
a year ago. But among tthe tall 
of Northern Wisconsin, 
they grow some pretty rugged men. 


(Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 
Thank you, Congressman Ker- 
sten. It looks like we have the 


* makings of a debate here. 


Although our next speaker was 


born in New York City, he came 


to the South for his education. A 
graduate of the University of 
South Sewanee, Tennessee, he did 
graduate work at Vanderbilt 
University. He has an excellent 
war record, having served on Gen- 
eral MacArthur’s staff, and is at 
present a Lieutenant Colonel in the 
active reserves. He has been twice 
elected to Congress and has a 
lively interest in tonight’s subject. 
Congressman Richard Bolling, 
Democrat of Missouri. 


Congressman Bolling: 

Mr. Denny, ladies and gentle- 
men. McCarthyism is so bad that 
it must be ranked with communism 
as a threat to democracy. Do not 
be fooled. (Applause.) I see you 
are not fooled. Do not be fooled 
—McCarthyism is not a crusade 
against communism. McCarthyism 
is irresponsible and unsubstantiated 
attacks against individuals who 
are at a disadvantage in defend- 


‘ ing themselves. 


McCarthyism has not exposed 
communists. There is no single 
instance of McCarthy having un- 


covered a subversive in govern- 
ment or out of government. The 
persons in government and else- 
where who have been found dis- 
loyal have been uncovered by con- 
gressional committees by the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation, and 
by the Department of Justice. 

These disloyal persons have 
been eliminated from government 
through the loyalty program in- 
itiated in March of 1947, long 
before Senator McCarthy made his 
first charges, or convicted in 
United States Courts, where they 
have been prosecuted by the De- 
partment of Justice. The most im- 
portant agency of discovery, the 
one made primarily responsible by 
law, is the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation led by J. Edgar 
Hoover. 

The purpose of McCarthyism is 
not to fight communism, but to 
get publicity, power, and prestige 
for Senator McCarthy—the same 
Joe McCarthy who, when he de- 
feated Senator Robert La Follette, 
Jr., in the Wisconsin primary of 
1946, was aided by the com- 
munists. 

For those who may not know 
the story of what McCarthy is, let 
me tell you a small part of it. 
He himself has created for himself, 
not only a record of irresponsi- 
bility, but one of lack of integrity 
and of character, and as Senator 
Benton of Connecticut said last 
week, in 1941 in a case of the 
State versus McCarthy, McCarthy 
was found to have destroyed court 
records which the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court said were vital to 
the case. 

He has had to pay back-income 
taxes on a large sum which he 
failed to report in 1943. He was 
a key figure in the despicable 
back-street campaign conducted in 
Maryland in 1950, according to 
the official report of the Rules 


Committee of the Senate. The 
facts of McCarthy’s career are con- 
tained in an excellent series of 
articles by Oliver Pilat and Wil- 
liam V. Shannon, which appeared 
recently in the New York Post and 
other newspapers. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I make 
these statements solemnly. The 
record is available. You must look 
at the facts. Remember, I have no 
congressional immunity as I speak 
to you now. This is not the 
record of a crusader against com- 
munism. This is not the record 
of a crusader for democracy. 
This is the record of a man 
seeking personal publicity and 
power. This is the record of a 
man who destroys the good repu- 
tation of innocent men to gain his 
personal ends. 

The effect of McCarthyism has 
been to undermine the strength of 
democracy by creating disunity 
based on distrust and fear. In this 
way, McCarthyism has — actually 
aided communism. McCarthyism 
must be stopped in its tracks. If 
it is not, no group or individual, 
in or out of public service, will 
be safe from the irresponsible and 
the unscrupulous demagogue. Yes, 
Mr. Denny, McCarthyism is bad. 
(Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Congressman Bol- 
ling. Now, before this eager Duke 
University and Durham audience 
gets at you with questions, let’s 
have a few questions and some 
discussion among the two of you. 
Congressman Kersten, you first. 

Congressman Kersten: Now, Mr. 
Bolling, in your statement I notice 
that you have attacked Senator 
McCarthy, personally, more or less 
based upon a series of articles that 
have  fine-tooth-combed Senator 
McCarthy’s life from his child- 
hood right up to the present time. 
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Now, let’s get down to the issue 
as to whether or not there is sub- 
stantial evidence McCarthy pro- 
duced that should have initiated 
an investigation as to whether or 
not there were communists in the 
State Department. 

Let’s just take one case. Let's 
forget the personalities. General 
Marshall testified before the Sen- 
ate Committee with regard to who 
framed his directives when he went 
to China, and he said, “John 
Carter Vincent was head of the 
China group in the State Depart- 
ment. Certainly he had a hand 
injats? 

Now Vincent was named some 
weeks ago before the McCarran 
Committee by Budenz as a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party. Vin- 
cent is still in a diplomatic post. 
He is minister to Tangier—Mo- 
rocco, right across from Gibraltar. 
Should Acheson continue to keep 
him there, or should he have com- 
plied with Senator McCarthy's de- 
mand long ago that he should have 
been removed until above suspi- 
cion? Remember it was Vincent 
with regard to whom an agent of 
Stalin said that on him rests the 
future of China. Now he de- 
manded that Vincent be investi- 
gated. There is substantial evi- 
dence that Vincent is a member 
of the Communist party. He’s 
presently in a key diplomatic post. 
McCarthy has demanded that he 
be removed from that until proved 
above suspicion. What do you 
think about that? 


Congressman Bolling: I’m just 
wondering if you are saying in 
effect that J. Edgar Hoover is in 
league with the communists? You 
know perfectly well, and I know 
very well that the responsibility 
for the investigation of all the 
loyalty work that is done lies with 
the FBI. Mr. Hoover seems to 


have the respect of the people of 
the United States. Mr. Hoover cer- 
tainly has my respect. I’m just 
wondering why, if all this evidence 
is so available, Hoover, who has 
proved himself in his whole or- 
ganization as an effective, com- 
pletely pro-American,  anti-com- 
munist individual is so derelict 
in his duties. My undertstanding 
{is that Senator McCarthy has in- 
dicated over and over again that 
he entirely approves of Mr. 
Hoover. Now what are we say- 
ting—that J. Edgar Hoover is a 
jcommunist spy? 


Congressman Kersten: Why, of 
(course not. You know that I have 
jas high a regard for J. Edgar 
oover as you do, Congressman 
Hing. It is not J. Edgar Hoover’s 
purpose, function, or power to re- 
love or to place a man like John 
Carter Vincent. That is the re- 
sponsibility of the Secretary of 
Seate. The FBI is an organization 
o gather evidence, not to prose- 
imate, or not to remove State De- 
partment employees. I don’t doubt 
but what the FBI has a pretty 
good record on Mr. Vincent. What 
§ wonder is whether Mr. Acheson 
will use it. (Applause) 


Congressman Bolling: Are you 
buggesting, then, that the Loyalty 
‘Board of the State Department, the 
Loyalty Review Board, headed by 
a Republican, is likely to squash 
this evidence which you presume 
‘-you do not say that you know, 
put you presume—that J. Edgar 
'loover has? Is this not another 
rase of an irresponsible charge 
made against a man for publicity 
purposes for developing prestige? 
(he facts are not presented; the 
jacts are not there, as far as I 
snow. I do not intend to defend 
iny individual, but J want to make 
t very clear that I think we have 
n law an established procedure, 


established long before Senator 
McCarthy began making his wild 
charges, sometime shortly after 
that 1946 primary that I men- 
tioned. 

And I think that we have an 
effective investigative body, we 
have a good loyalty procedure. If 
Senator McCarthy has anything 
to demonstrate, why doesn’t he 
demonstrate it? He hasn’t proved 
a single solitary case. (Applause) 


Congressman Kersten: | think, 
Congressman Bolling, you have 
fallen into the same trap as some 
other people have, believing that 
it is up to Senator McCarthy to 
prove or disprove in a court of 
law. It is up to the committee 
to do that. (Applause) 

Congressman Bolling: Mr. Ker- 
sten, I thihk that it is up to 
Senator McCarthy to be a re- 
sponsible United States Senator, 
and I do not think that it is 
responsible for him to take ad- 
vantage of his position as a United 
States Senator to do things that 
have been described by Senator 
Benton as even including perjury, 
which indict the reputation of 
people who may or may not be 
honorable, but who under our sys- 
tem of law are considered to be 


innocent until they are proved 
guilty. They are not given an 
adequate opportunity, press-wise 


or any other way, to reply to these 
irresponsible charges, and all I’m 
asking for is a return by Senator 
McCarthy — I understand he’s a 
lawyer—to the American system 


of law. (Applause) 
Congressman Kersten: Now, 
Congressman Bolling, you have 


been making statements and gener- 
alities here, concerning which 
there has been no actual proof. 
But let’s take one case that Mc- 
Carthy talked about. Let’s take the 
case of William Remington, on the 


Commerce Department’s payroll 
when the case was presented to 
the Tydings Committee. McCarthy 
charged Remington as being sub- 
ject to communist influence. He 
was working closely with the State 
Department handling secret mate- 
rial. The Tydings Committee re- 
fused to hear evidence. He was 
later indicted by a grand jury for 
perjury in claiming he was not a 
communist. Evidence given at the 
trial showed that Remington sup- 
plied top secret government docu- 
ments to Soviet couriers. Reming- 
ton was convicted and sentenced to 
five years in prison. But it wasn’t 
the Tydings committee that did it, 
it was McCarthy that first made 
the charge. Now there is a fact. 


Congressman Bolling: We have 
just had an excellent example of 
McCarthyism. Do you mind, Mr. 
Kersten, giving the present status 
of that case? 


Congressman Kersten: Well, as 
I understand it he was convicted 
of perjury and was sentenced to 
five years. 


Congressman Bolling: You have 
heard, of course, that on appeal 
the conviction was reversed. I 
don’t know if that proves any- 
thing, but that’s what happened. 
(Laughter and Applause) 


Congressman Kersten: That may 
be, that may be, Congressman 
Bolling, but if you were the kind 
of an individual, and I don’t think 
you are, who would want a person 
to be in a sensitive position un- 
less he was proved innocent beyond 
a reasonable doubt, then I don’t 
think you are making it safe for 
the top policymakers of our 
country. Here was a man concern- 
ing whom there was very substan- 
tial evidence that he was a com- 
munist. Now I don’t think he has 
any place in policy making in our 
government. 


Congressman Bolling: I certainl iB 
agree that if there was substantiajiy 
evidence, no person should be if 
a sensitive job. Now Id like té 
discuss another case that Senato} 
McCarthy raised. It was sort Oo} 
a blooper—it went up and wen} 
plop. Another person agains® 
whom, he indicated, he felt tha 
he had substantial evidence, if 
remember correctly, was a mai 
named Marshall, General Georg) 
Marshall—an excellent example o 
senatorial responsibility. Now # 
don’t want for a minute to bj) 
misunderstood. I think that every: 
communist, that every bad securit} 
risk in our government should bh 
removed very promptly, but } 
cherish so deeply—although I ar) 
not a lawyer—the American sy¢ 
tem of law that I would much 
prefer to see it done in an orderl)) 
fashion. I do not approve at all 
of the kind of irresponsible state i 
ment that came over a _ certai) 
West Virginia radio station som/ 
months ago—a statement to th 
effect that he had a list of 20‘) 
so-and-so- and _ so-and-so. Nov 
there is some indication, at leas) 
Senator Benton has stated in hi 
first case against Senator Md 
Carthy, that Senator McCarth 
then perjured himself before th 
United States Senate, the Tyding} 
Committee, when he said that hy 
did not use that 205 figure. Nov} 
we have a very interesting situz 
tion. We have three men sweat 
ing that he did, and we have Ser 
ator McCarthy telling a respor} 
sible committee of Congress the 
he didn’t use that particular figure 
Now I suggest that that is a ver 
curious situation. 

Congressman Kersten: A rathe}. 
lengthy question here, Congres: 
man Bolling, but I think that ther! 
are two parts to it. First, you hav} 
referred to Senator McCarthy’ 
criticism of General Marshal} 


a 


Now I hold the General to have 
been a great general of the Army, 
a great military man, no question 
about that. I do think that there 
are some who may question, how- 
ever, the capacity in which he 
acted, or rather the wisdom in 
which he acted when he went 
over to China in 1946 under the 
instructions of John Carter Vin- 
cent and probably of Dean Acheson 
and attempted at that time and 
actually did force the Chinese 
Nationalists to lay down _ their 
arms against the Communists at a 
time when the Nationalists had the 
communists on the run. I think 
we can look back now and ques- 
tion the wisdom of that policy as 


- to whether or not that was the 


' line. 


American line or was rather 
stupidly following the communist 
If the Nationalists had suc- 
ceeded in pushing the Communists 
back at that time, I don’t think 
we would have a Korean War 
today. 

Now on the question that you 
have raised in regard to the vari- 


ous numbers that Senator Mc- 
Carthy mentioned. I want to 
point out to you, Congressman 


Bolling, that on that occasion he 
mentioned various numbers of 
various lists, but Senator Mc- 
Carthy refused, and the Congres- 
sional records show this, refused 
to name any of those names that 
Senator Lucas, the Majority Leader, 
and six other Democratic Senators, 
demanded that he name. He re- 
fused to name them until the proof 
was fully brought before the Com- 
mittee, but the Democratic sena- 
tors demanded that he name them. 

The Committee was set up. He 
requested that that Committee be 
a private committee, be an execu- 
tive committee, but Senator Tyd- 
ings made it a public committee, 
and he subpoenaed Senator Mc- 
Carthy and forced him to bring 


out those names. Now I'll ask 
you who is responsible for the 
bringing out of these names or 
any lists of names of individuals? 
Is it Senator McCarthy or the 
maneuvering of the Administra- 
tion, to cover up this situation? 


(Applause) 


Congressmen Bolling: Mr. Ker- 
sten, you made an extraordinary 
admission then. Senator McCarthy 
indicated in his West Virginia 
speech, if I understand it correctly, 
that he had a list of 205 people 
who were known to be somewhat 
subversive. In your statement you 
indicated that he didn’t have the 
proof and that the proof or bur- 
den of proof rested on a senatorial 
committee. I confess I don’t follow 
your reasoning from your point of 
view. 


Congressman Kersten: No, I 
didn’t say that he had the burden 
of proof. I said he had these 
names concerning whom there was 
some evidence as to their loyalty. 
It was up to the committee, just 
as it was in the case of Alger 
Hiss, to conduct the investigation. 


Congressman Bolling: I’d like 
to make one point very clear. 
Senator McCarthy had nothing to 
do with Alger Hiss. Another Re- 
publican Senator broke that case 
when he was a member of the 
House, Richard Nixon of Cali- 
fornia. As far as I know, Mc- 
Carthy had nothing to do with that 
one. But the point remains the 
same. McCarthy made charges 
which were not substantiated by 


facts. I still think that’s irre- 
sponsible. 
Congressman Kersten: And I’d 


like to say this. I have the great 
honor and pleasure of knowing 
an alumnus from this University, 
Senator Nixon, and I know that 
he made certain charges on the 
floor, but in that case the un- 


American Activities Committee of 
the 80th Congress went out to in- 
vestigate the facts and they got 
the facts; and in the other case, 
the one we are talking about, the 
Tydings Committee did everything 
but that, but closed up on the 
facts. (Applause) 


Mr. Denny: Thank you. Now 
before we take the questions from 
this audience, I want to ask both 
of you speakers a question of pro- 
cedure. Congressman Kersten, will 
you and Congressman Bolling both 
answer this question? What would 
you consider orderly procedure 
with respect to the charges made 
by Senator McCarthy? 


Congressman Kersten: My an- 
swer to that, Mr. Denny, as I 
think about what is going on now, 
is that most of the people con- 
cerning whom McCarthy made 
charges — John Carter Vincent, 
Phillip Jessup, and others —are 
being investigated in a very proper, 
careful, judicious manner. The 
McCarran Committee is doing the 
job that the Tydings Committee 
should have done. It is being done 
without kleig lights, without 
movies, and most importantly, the 


counsel for the committee are per- 
mitted to ask questions and the 
witnesses who appear before the 
committee are not smeared as they 
were in the Tydings Committee. 
So when you ask us what is a bet- § 
ter procedure, I say the McCarran & 
procedure is far superior, and I | 
think the American people will 


look forward to the findings of } 


that committee. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. 
Congressman Bolling. 

Congressman Bolling: I 
the orderly procedure in these cases 
is the obvious procedure, the one 
provided for by law. I think that 
a responsible senator who finds 
new evidence in a given case 
should turn his information over 
to the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation. I know of no case in 
which the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation has been derelict in its 
duties. It seems to me very clear 
that the procedure, then, if the 
person is a government employee, 
is that it be handled under the 
loyalty program. In other words, 
we will preserve our strength and 
cast out the subversives, and at 
the same time preserve our civil 
liberties and our decency. 


Now, © 


QUESTIONS, PLEASE! 


Man: Congressman Kersten, do 
you not believe that McCarthy’s 
continuously shouting “wolf, wolf,” 
has lulled the American people 
into skepticism concerning his 
charges? 

Congressman Kersten: 1 think 
that’s an excellent question, be- 
cause I think it affords me the 
Opportunity to point out that a 
great deal of good has resulted in 
bringing these questionable charac- 
ters before the scrutiny of public 
opinion. In the first place, re- 
ferring to what Congressman Bol- 
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ling mentioned a moment ago, the 
loyalty-check program was tight- 
ened up in September of 1950 so 
that they aie now re-examining 
9300 different cases. In other 
words, the Government is now 
being given more of a break on 
security than it did before Mc- 
Carthy began to point the finger 
at the loose practices of the Loy- 
alty Board before that time. And 
incidentally, I think it’s improved 
Dean Acheson’s chorus, too. You 
remember, back in 1945 he ad- 
vocated friendly satellite govern- 


think h 


ents for Russia. He didn’t do 
that the other day at the Japanese 
Peace Conference. He enforced 
he Robert’s Rules of Order against 
m. (Applause) 

/ Man; Congressman Bolling, can 
you substantiate your statement 
that Senator McCarthy was aided 
vy communists when he defeated 
enator La Follette in the elec- 
ion? 

Congressman Bolling: No diff- 
alty in that—a very difficult and 
romplicated business, but it’s this 
way. La Follette, who was the 
Primary opponent of McCarthy, 
was a liberal, isolationist, viciously 
aad virtuously anti-communist in- 
dividual. The communists hated 
fim more than almost anybody in 
tie United States. He was one 
af the earliest ones out. What the 
-emmunists did was not support 
McCarthy directly, but drag all 
reir votes over away from La Fol- 
“tte into the democratic primary. 
They even nominated a Democrat, 
i-man who was disavowed by the 
Semocratic party before the elec- 


o 


ion. They even got a Com- 
nunist nominated on the Demo- 
tatic ticket, and their strategy 


vas to drag votes away from 
a Follette which obviously aided 
AicCarthy. 

Congressman Kersten: 1 think 
hat deserves an observation, be- 
ause Congressman Bolling hasn't 
licited any evidence whatsoever 
nat the communists supported Mc- 
atthy. Maybe some of them 
id, but he didn’t produce any 
vidence to that effect, but I do 
ave here a little brochure that 
as gotten out by the communist 
arty of the State of Maryland 
st year, “Unity Can Defeat Mc- 
arthyism,” by Philip Frankfeld of 
ie Communist Party of the State 
' Maryland. Now the Daily 
‘orker stated on May 4th, 1950, 
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“I urge all Communist party 
members and all anti-fascists to 
yield second place to none in the 
fight to rid our country of the 
poison of McCarthyism.” That’s 
the position of the communists on 
McCarthy. 

Congressman Bolling: Some- 
times the position of the com- 
munists is very confusing. For 
example, despite Senator Mc- 
Carthy’s alleged charges against 
Dean Acheson, he’s one of their 
principal targets and has been for 
years. 


Congressman Kersten: Id like 
to observe, when Dean Acheson 
was appointed, however, the Daily 
Worker really didn’t object; in 
fact, they rather approved at that 
time. 


Man: Congressman Kersten, do 
you think Senator McCarthy’s 
accusations reflect the responsibil- 
ity of a minority party that is 
necessary for good government? 

Congressman Kersten: 1 think, 
in answer to that question, that 
when a United States Senator has 
evidence produced to him that any 
important individual in govern- 
ment may possibly be subversive 
or dangerous, it is his duty to 
bring that situation to the proper 
authorities. Senator McCarthy 
sought to do this by bringing it 
before the Tydings Committee. 
He turned his evidence over to the 
FBI, but nothing was done. The 
Tydings Committee was a white- 
wash, so in view of that situation, 
it was his responsibility in my 
opinion to bring that thing to an 
issue to finally determine whether 
that person was a safe one to form 
the policy of the United States 
that protects you and me and our 
children for many, many years. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Con- 
gressman Bolling has a comment. 


Congressman Bolling: Mr. Ker- 


sten has often deemed the Tydings 
Committee Investigation a white- 
wash. I like to point out that he’s 
produced no evidence to demon- 
strate that it was a white-wash. 
He’s made some statements, but 
produced no evidence. There are 
a large number of people, includ- 
ing objective reporters, who 
watched that hearing, watched 
what went on, who are of the 
opinion that it was a_ thor- 
oughly fair, clean, decent investi- 
gation. And I would like to point 
out to you that although there has 
been some mention here and there 
of the question of party lines on 
votes, a number of Republican 
senators stood up on their hind 
legs last year led by a lady from 
Maine and put in a statement of 
conscience which dealt specifically 
with McCarthyism. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. We'll 
have to discuss this question of 
the Tydings Investigation some 
other time, but we'll take this 
question from the young lady. 

Lady: Congressman Bolling, 
what effect has McCarthy’s smear 
campaign had on the attitudes of 
peoples in foreign countries to- 
watds America? 

Congressman Bolling: I think 
that that is an excellent question, 
I think it is a very important point. 
It seems to me very clear that it 
has made us seem ridiculous. It’s 
well understood that McCarthy is 
using a cannon to shoot at fleas. 
There are people in the world who 
face virtually a parliamentary 
majority of communists who suc- 
ceed in carrying on democratic 
government. They look to the 
United States—the leader of the 
anti-communist fight in the world, 
the leader under a program of the 
people that are attacked by Mc- 
Carthy and his satellites, a leader 
of the anti-communist organiza- 
tions of the world—terrified by a 
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tiny, tiny minority, when th 
themselves have defeated grou 
so large of communists that th 
threaten to become a majori 
They think we're ridiculous. 


Congressman Kersten: 1 thi 
that, Mr. Denny, deserves a ce} 
tain comment; We're not talkinll 
about fleas, we’re not talking abo 
small things, we’re talking abous 
the possibilities of a Third Worl? 
War. The question of the recognt 
tion of Red China is involved in thé 
situation, and I think any commo# 
sense American will understan} 
that it was the purpose of the Stat 
Department to recognize Red Chirt 
and bring it into the United Nid 
tions. Just exactly what Stalilt 
wanted. Now one of the effec# 
of the charges of Senator McCartht 
has been, I think, to throw th) 
spotlight on that situation, 1 
show the danger of that, to shovh 
that that would be exactly follow! 
ing the communist plan. We’r 
talking about generations he 
We're talking about the safety 
America, and I think that one @ 
the effects of Senator McCarthy? 
charges is to call a halt on th 
thinking of the State Departme 
towards bringing in this big re 
plunder—the conquest of China-— 
behind the Iron Curtain. 


Lady: Congressman. Kerster 
where do you suggest that Se 
ator McCarthy draw the line i 
his attack against red infiltration 


Congressman Kersten: Well, 
think he should draw the line o 
the point as to presenting thi 
evidence either to a committee o 
some proper government agency 
which he has done, and in the cas 
of the Tydings Committee, the 
have done nothing; so I think tha 
it’s a question as to whether or no 
there is some evidence, some suk 
stantial evidence, that a person i 
a subversive or in favor of sul 
versive activities in governmen 


think he should then take some 
ction. J think it is his respon- 
ibility to do that. 


Man: Congressman Bolling, do 

ou not believe that the publicity 
riven to alleged communism in 
overnment has awakened in the 
merican people an awareness of 
ossible subversive activities ? 


Congressman Bolling: I would 
e@ very much surprised to believe 
at the American people were not 
ware of subversive activities some- 
lime before the charges of Sen- 
itor McCarthy. It seems to me 
mretty obvious that the loyalty pro- 
Bram wasn’t initiated just for fun. 
{t was initiated in March, 1947. 
My experience has been that the 
American people have been quite 
aware of communism. I do not 
selieve that McCarthy’s hysterical 
rantings have done anything but 
verrify them and create a bugaboo 
Sut of proportion to its reality. 
'*f course they can do a great deal 
bt damage, subversives, but we 
must be orderly about it. 


“Congressman Kersten: In com- 
menting on that question, I can 
-emember the many, many months 
-hat the Administration, headed 
dy the present head of the Ad- 
ministration, called the Alger Hiss 
investigation a red herring. 

Man: Congressman Kersten, 
why hasn’t Senator McCarthy made 
dis personal attacks off the Senate 
Hoor where he can be sued, not 
laving Senatorial immunity? 

Congressman Kersten: He has 
made many of these statements off 
the Senate floor, with regard to 
Jessup, with regard to Field, and 
with regards to Lattimore. I 
hink the record will show that. 
And of course it is always the 
0licy of the communists to sue and 
ty to tie up somebody, and as a 
matter of fact I think we are all 
igreed that a senator has a certain 
luty that should be protected by 
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an immunity for the protection of 
the American people so he can 
initiate these situations, so he can 
bring about an investigation. 


Lady: Congressman Bolling, did 
you in your opening statement 
make clear all the facts about Mc- 
Carthy’s record? 


Congressman Bolling: No, cer- 
tainly not. It seems to me that 
it would be best to suggest that 
all of you make a personal effort 
to find out the facts about Mc- 
Carthy. They are clear, they are 
published. Get them. The facts 
speak for themselves. 


Congressman Kersten: I have a 
comment on that, Mr. Denny, be- 
cause it is a very curious thing 
that practically everybody that 
really attacks the communist party 
line is then subjected to a terrific 
personal smear. Now there isn’t 
any one of us concerning whom 
some peccadillo may not have been 
uncovered with regard to his past 
life. They are fine-tooth-combing 
Senator McCarthy, and you can 
bet your boots on it the com- 
munists are going to get behind 
that. 


Congressman Bolling: 1 won- 
der if Congressman Kersten con- 
siders the destruction of court rec- 
cords, the perversion of the court 
processes and apparent attempts 
to evade income tax, as peccadillos ? 


Congressman Kersten: No, those 
are not. But you should know the 
facts in those cases and you should 
be able to state them accurately. 


Man: Congressman Kersten, 
aren’t you embarrassed by Mc- 
Carthy’s dubious record of honesty 
and integrity throughout his poli- 
tical life? (Laughter) 


Congressman Kersten: 1 sup- 
pose that any one of us might be 
embarrassed about any other of us 
if our entire lives were laid bare. 


QUESTIONNAIRE 


“America’s Town Meeting” is your program. We want the Tuesda 
night discussions to have your personal interest and we are evaluatin 
the program in the light of listeners’ preferences. 

Would you please help us by filling out the following questionnair 
and returning it to us as soon as possible? We will be most appreciativ 
of your advice. 


~ 


1. I am most interested in programs on the following subjects: 
(Please number in order of preference.) 


eee European Affairs w+. Youth Problems 

ee Far East wu Religion 

ate World Problems (U.N., ... Economic Subjects 
PCACER CC ee See U.S. Political Affairs 

ay U.S. Foreign Policy wu... Social Problems (educa- 

ee National Issues tion, morals, etc.) 


ieee Otherss (Specify) ic vacsack cs ees Pees 


N 


I prefer hearing speakers who: 
ran Are in the news 
ie Have interesting ideas 


feat Are ordinary people who can express the view of the “mat 
in the street” 


3. I would like to hear more: 


ae er Young speakers 


eae Women 

Bere Others (specify) cc sic.cocg aces sehr eee te eee 
4. I think the best number of speakers for a program is .........cc8 | 
Silene: I prefer professional interrogators on Town Meeting 


pias I prefer questions from the studio audience 


Sac I prefer dividing the time between interrogators and the 
audience 


6. I feel the opening speeches are: 
bes Too long 
Bats Too short 

mee The right length 

Bee Should be eliminated so the speakers can get right into the’ 

discussion and question period ; 

7. The discussions (always.......... sRusual Ly arene > sometimes | 


seldom.......... see Vereen ) help me understand the subject better 
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1 41. 


1 €2. 


I like Town Meeting best when there is: 
aoe A calm discussion bringing out a great deal of information 
seer A heated, exciting argument 


I think the letters from the listeners in the ‘“Listener’s Talk Back” 
section of the Town Meeting Bulletin are: 


saree Interesting 

ae Uninteresting 

ae seas Average 

seated I am not familiar with these letters 


I think the background questions and bibliographies which are 
occasionally included in the Bulletin are: 


Sey Helpful 
eed Not helpful 
I am not familiar with this material 


On the next page is a list of recent Town Meeting discussions. 
We will appreciate it if you will put a check next to each program 
which you heard and underline the ove program you considered 
the best. 


COMMENTS (Complaints, praise, suggestions, etc.) 


Please feel free to use an additional piece of paper if necessary. 


'You need not give us your name and address unless you wish, but we 
(will appreciate the following information: 


‘Highest grade completed in school..........:::cccs tees recess eeseeeeneees 


‘These answers express the views Of .........:c0s people. 


(how many?) 
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Order by number from the list below while they last— 
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. What 


. Should 


VOLUME 16 
Can the United Nations Meet 
the Challenge of the Present 
Crisis? 
How Can the Non-Communist 
Nations Unite To Fight Ag- 
gression? 
Should Be Woman’s 
Role in the World Today? 
18-Year-Olds Be 
Drafted for Military Service 
and Training? 


. How Can Modern Man Find 


Faith? 


. Is Television an Asset or Lia- 


bility to Education? 


. How Can We Stop Rising 


Prices ? 
Roads to Peace in 1951. 


. Should Congress Limit Troops 


for Europe? 
How Can We Clean Up 
College Sports? 


. The Role of Labor and Busi- 


ness in Our National Defense. 


. What Is Happening to Your 


Dollar? 


. How Should We Deal With 


Organized Crime? 


. Does Modern Art Make Sense? 
. How Can We Win the War 


of Ideas? 


VOLUME 17 


What Is the United States’ 
and Europe’s Best Defense 
Against Communism? 

Is the West Finished in Asia? 
Is Our Security Endangered by 
Congressional Hearings? 


. How Can We Stop Making 


Drug Addicts of Our Chil- 
dren? 

What Will the Korean Truce 
Mean? 

What’s Wrong With British- 
American Relations? 

Can Asia Be Saved from Com- 
munist Imperialism? 

What Kind of World Does 
World Youth Want? 

How Will Further Defense 
Production Affect Your Stan- 
dard of Living? 

Are We Governed by Lob- 
bies ? 

Who Will Pay for the In- 
creased Taxes? 


. What's Wrong With College 


Football? 
Can Legislation Cure Segrega- 
tion in Housing? 


. Will Industrial Japan Domi- 


nate Asia’s Markets? 


. Western Germany’s Place in 


Europe. 
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